
  

Dear Customers, 

 

When the Otzar HaHochma Torah program was launched, just eight years ago, it contained the 

incredible amount of 15,000 books.  Since then the archive has grown with over 35,000 additional 

books, amounting to 52,000 books in our newest edition.  Our customers have come to expect the 

annual addition of 5,000 books as a reasonable and obvious feature. 

 

Yet what seems to be simple effort is actually a compound of myriad tasks to create a most professional 

and outstanding program you’ve come to enjoy. Our scanner rollers had barely stopped working on the 

previous update, when we already found ourselves in the midst of the next update. While our collection 

staff requests the permission of copyright holders to include new books in the archive, our cataloguers, 

scanners, integrators, developers and programmers are all trying to enhance and develop the program 

so that it is as simple and user friendly as possible, while incorporating the best of both old and new 

Torah literature.  

 

Our work is never complete, as we continue to strive for the best. 

  

We at Otzar HaHochma in Jerusalem hope and pray that you will enjoy the software and derive 

maximum benefit from the new books and features of Otzar HaHochma's latest update to version 10.0. 

 

As in previous years we will be coming this year as well to London in order to enable you to   update 

your Otzar. Before we explain the technical details of the update in London please allow us to give you 

details of the new options that have been added to the software as well as the important Seforim that 

we have just added. 

As in previous years, the update includes both a software upgrade and new titles. 

 

Software Development – Improvements and innovations in Version 10.0: 

1. 13,000 books added to the full-text search option, so that this feature now covers most of the 

books in the archive, from the oldest and most illegible books to modern contemporary 

literature. 

2. We have added references to approximately 6000 books. 

3. In response to many requests from users, the program now offers direct access to the 

commentators on the Rambam. We have added links to commentator works directly from the 

Rambam's works, similarly to the already available links incorporated in the Masechtos Hashas, 

Parshios Hashavua and Shulchan Aruch. Once you select the desired chapter and halacha, all 

books dea. ling with the selected text will be opened automatically. 

4. At the end of this letter we have attached 3 pages that describe the substantial improvements in 

the Free Search option. 

New titles in Version 10.0 (it is not possible to add new books without upgrading the software). 



A. 5,850 new books were added to the main Otzar HaHochma package. The following is just a small 

representative sample intended to give you a taste of the new "treasures" (the full list is 

attached to this letter):  

Geonim and Rishonim Archives:  Precise and annotated editions of the Torah of Rishonim based 

on original manuscripts, some of them published for the first time: 

The Rav Ilan edition of Shitamek  (8 volumes); the books of Rabbi Yekutiel Hacohen – Ginzei 

HaGeonim Bnei Brak (2 volumes); Haner Shita Mekubetzet; Rishonim's Lulav Halachos (3 

volumes); Meiri's Magen Avot; Ralbag Al Hatorah, Maalot Publications (5 volumes); Machon 

Yerushalaim edition of Or Zarua (3 volumes); Hamekach VeHamimkar ascribed to the Ravad (the 

Garmil edition); Letters of the Ramah (the Radaz Hilman edition), Sefer Haterumah (Machon 

Yerushalaim edition); Harishonim commentaries on Taharot (Harav Goldshtof edition - 3 

volumes); the books of Rabbi Nisan Zakash – Tosfot Rid (4 volumes); Ri Shirleon's additions to 

Berachot (2 volumes); the Machon edition of Rashbag's Azharot; Ragma's commentary on Kritot, 

the Rach's commentary on Bava Metsia (Mosad Harav Kook edition); the Rach Oz Piskei 

Teshuvot (Langeh); Commentaries and Pesakim of Ra Hazarfati, one of the Tosafot; Maharam 

Chalewa (Tsinner); the Chiddushim of the Ri of Lunil - Shabbat (Yad Harav Herzog edition); 

Rishonim addenda (4 volumes); the writing of Rabbi Avraham son of the Rambam (2 volumes); 

Shitot Kamaei Collection (5 volumes); Torat Harishonim on Kelim; Tosfot Harosh on Yoma 

(Zeshrekovski edition); Midrash Rad Hanagid (Mosad Harav Kook edition); Rokach commentary 

on the Tefilla; new edition of Yereim; the Gadshap's Pe Yesharim – Rishonim commentary based 

on original manuscripts, and more. 

The Rambam's Torah: New proofed and annotated additions of Mishneh Torah and Perush 

Hamishnah, with commentaries, including: Precise Mishneh Torah, the Ri Shilat Version (8 

volumes); Mishneh Torah with the Yad Pshutah commntary (18 volumes); the Rambam's Perush 

Hamishna with the Arabic source text (6 volumes -Mosad Harav Kook edition); the Rambam's 

Perush Hamishna according to the original manuscript, the Maaliot edition (3 volumes); the 

Rambam's introduction to Seder Taharot (Rabbi Feldman edition). 

From the treasures of the Jewish National Library: rare and hard-to-find books in all areas of 

Torah learning. A collection of about four hundred ancient and rare books dealing with a variety 

of different subjects, taken from the archives of the National Library, including:  incunabula, 

books from the Reish and Shin centuries (5300-5500), and more rare and hard-to-find books. 

The books have been retrieved using high resolution color scans. 

Contemporary Poskim – Halacha and Minhag: Halachaic works by contemporary poskim,  

Halacha LeMaaseh and books documenting their customs, including: Shemirat Shabbat 

Kehilchata (both new and old editions - 3 volumes); Rabbi Pesach Falk's Machazeh Eliyahoo (2 

volumes); the writings of Ram Gross (6 volumes); Orchot Shabbat (2 volumes); Hilchot Shabbat 

BeShabbato (2 volumes); the customs and behavior of our Rabbis – Rabbi Akiva Eiger, Chasam 

Sofer and others  

 (2 volumes); Halichos Chaim of Sanz (5 volumes); Books describing the customs of the 

communities of Libya, Morocco and other communities. 

The Torah of the Acharonim: First publications, magnificent and enhanced editions of the 

leading Acharonim, Talmud Commentaries, Responsa and Halacha, including: 

Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud  - Machon Yerushalaim (17 volumes); Masechet Kootim according to 

Acharonim (Yad Harav Herzog ); the books of Machon Beis Ekked Sefarim – new and precise 

editions of: Toorei Even (2 volumes); Gevurat Ari (2 volumes); Chavos Yair (2 volumes); Meginei 

Shelomo; Nachalat Shiva HaShalem, Schwartz edition (3 volumes); Kisvei Hagaon Rabbo Levi, 

author of Sharei Torah, based on original manuscripts (4 volumes); Machon Hararei Kedem 



books, for the first time based on original manuscripts (5 volumes); Zichron Yaakov Press – 

Chidushei Rabbi Akiva Eiger (4 volumes); Chidushei Harim on the Shas (5 volumes); Writings of 

the Garsha Rabin (8 volumes); Rishon LeZion new edition (2 volumes); Rosh Yosef new edition; 

Rabbi Akiva Eiger responsa with Achiza BeYaakov (2 volumes); the complete Dovev Meisharim (2 

volumes); books published by the  Institute for publication of Kadmonim affiliated with the Sanz 

Yeshiva New York – 15 volumes, some of them published for the first time; Commentaries and 

Chiddushim on Temurah by Ram Kergoi; the writings of Ram Ben Yaavetz based on original 

manuscripts (2 volumes); Veshav Hacohen - new edition; Chok Natan Meila - new edition; the 

writings of HaGrash Drimer, author of Beit Shelmo - new edition (4 volumes); the writings of 

Hagartza Ferber (13 volumes). 

Toras Hayeshivos: The Torah of the greatest Roshei Yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel and in the US and 

books about the holy Yeshivos: 

Lessons given by the Grid (son of the Griz) Soloveitchik (2 volumes); Lessons given by the 

Garmad Soloveitchik; Parashat Hamelech by Hagri Ben Menachem (4 volumes); Netivot 

Hakodesh by Hagrai Salomon from Kharkov; Mikdash David on Kodashim and Zeraim – 

annotated; Lessons given by Mikdash David; the books of Hagrach Zimerman (4 volumes); 

Lessons given by Rabbi Nachum (2 volumes); Masat Mordechai by Haram Chevroni (2 volumes); 

the writings of Hagrav Sorotzkin (3 volumes); Sefer Hatshuva by Hagri Cohen (3 volumes); the 

writings of Hagrach Leibovitch (7 volumes); Zichron Shmuel by Hagrash Toibenfeld (2 volumes); 

Or Yaakov by Hagrai Zeleznick; the writings of Hagrail Steineman (4 volumes); the writings of 

Hagarbad Povarsky (2 volumes); Eizehoo Mekoman (2 volumes); Amudei Shaish by Hagri 

Shimonovitz (3 volumes); the writings of Ram Sirovitz (3 volumes); Rach Kamil (2 volumes); Ri 

Kelerman (2 volumes); Shalmei Yossef (4 volumes); Eizehoo Mekoman (2 volumes); Kovetz 

Tsiunim Vehearot Yeshivat Beit Shmuel (8 volumes) and more. 

Chassidus:  Chassidishe books, first time publications and new editions. Machon Hamesorah 

books – books on Chassidus in new and enhanced editions, including: Rabbi Yeibi (2 volumes); 

Toldos Yaakov Yosef (2 volumes); Or Lashamaim; Kol Simcha; Peri Haaretz; Bas Ayin; Shaar Tefila 

and others. Garnam German books - collections and anthologies of Gedolei Chasidus based on 

books, oral testimonies and manuscripts, including: Ohev Shalom Kaminka; Arieh Debei Ilalai; 

Damesek Eliezer Dejikov; Neemnu Meod deAmbrovo. Machon Harim Halevin books – 

Anthologies of Torat Gedolei Hachasidut, including: Chashava Letova; Avnei Nezer al Hatora; 

Orot Israel (Rozin, 2 volumes); Midrash Simcha (Parchischa, 2 volumes); Beit Ytzchak (Varaka ); 

Torat Yechezkel (Kuzmir) and more. Essential  Hasidism books in new and magnificent editions, 

including: Tiferet Shelomo (2 volumes); Degel Machane Ephraim; Maor Vashemesh (2 volumes), 

and more. Additional revised editions of such books as: Bikooeri Aviv Radzimin; Maagalei Tsedek 

Hachadash (3 volumes); Keren LeDavid (5 volumes); Kedushas Aharon Sadag; Peer Israel Bohosh, 

and more. Machon Mishkenos Haroim Boyan books – Igros Harahak MeRozin (3 volumes); 

Miskhkenos Haroim; Naharei Esh by Rash Zelichiver – new edition; A collection of Imrei Emes 

letters and more. 

Kabala, Machshava and Mussar: Books on Kabala, Machshava and Mussar, some of them 

published for the first time, including: 

Writings of the Arizal with commentaries by the Ri Patia (3 volumes); the writings of the Radbaz 

on Kabala (2 volumes); the writings of Ra Azulai, based on manuscripts; Sifra Dezniuta with Yafa 

Shaa commentary; New edition of Erchei Hakinuim by Ri Tsemach; New edition of Erchei 

Hakinuim by the Ramaz; Shomer Emunim Irgas based on manuscripts;  Maim Adirim by the 

Ramam Mishaklov with Beer Yitzchak commentary, based on manuscripts; Siach Itzchak by Ria 

Chever – new edition; An annotated edition of the Maharal's Tiferes Yisroel; Kuzari Hachadash 

by Ri Broyer; Conversations of the Saba Mislovodka – the Ri Cohen (2 volumes); An anthology of 

Sichos Mussar by Rabbi Issack Sar (3 volumes); Maamar Mordechai by the Ramam Schwab (3 



volumes); Kulmus Halev by Hagra Kalmanovich; the books of Rag Rabinovich (5 volumes); Yekev 

Ephraim by Ri Kapil Schwartz (6 volumes). 

Prayer and liturgy: Holiday Machzorim edited by Rabbi Daniel Goldschmidt and Rabbi Yonah 

Frenkel (5 volumes);  Leket Piutei Selichos based on Goldschmidt manuscripts (2 volumes); 

Tselota DeAvraham (2 volumes); from the books of Rabbi A.M. Haberman (4 volumes); the songs 

of Moshe Ben Yaakov Ibn Ezra - Piutim, Selichos and Yotzros annotated by Rabbi Aharon Levi (7 

volumes); Peri Chaim; Hasidur VeHishtalsheluso by Rabbi Shlomo Tal. 

Communities, biographies and bibliographies: Books describing communities, memories and 

traditions; books relating the histories of Chachmei Yisroel; History and bibliography books, 

including:  

Community books (69); Diverei Yosef by the Ri Samberi (Ahavat Shalom); History of Haari by 

Ram. Benayahoo (Yabatz); Sichatan Shel Avdei Avot as told by Rach. Heilfrin (2 volumes); 

chapters in the history of Babylonian Jewry - the Sasson Family (2 volumes); Mazkeres Fakash (2 

volumes); the Karlibach Family book; the complete Rana Roth of Viznitz works (19 volumes); 

Beis Kotzk by Rap Levin; Encyclopedia of Chachmei Galizia volume 6; Giborei HeChail – 

Mandelbaum (2 volumes); Chachamei Polin – Greenbaum; Mishkenos Haroim – Rabinovich; Ari 

SheBachavura (by the MahaRid of Belz); Gadol BeYisroel – the Gri Grossman (2 volumes);  

Memoirs of the Gri Neiman; the Tzadik Rabbi Shelomo Bloch; Malchut Beit David about the Rad 

of Sochtoshov; Yosef Kadish about the Rik Kadishevski; Amudei Shesh about the Garshashk 

Karelitz; A Faith Purified in the Crucible of the Shoa by Rabbi Teichtel, volume 2; the History of 

Arugoth Habosem (2 volumes); the Miracle Rescue of the Rabbi of Gur; the Miracle Rescue of 

the Rabbi of Satmar; Gevuros Haari about the Maharid of Belz; the history of the author of 

Hapardes; A voyage to Yemen by Yavniely; Between Eden and Yemen by Mahalalel Haedni. 

Anthologies, periodicals and Torah publications: Yeshurun (3); Yerushatenu - the yearbook of 

the Ashkenaz Legacy Institute (3 volumes); the Segulah of Ramaz Chasida (70 magazines), Kerem 

(6); Beit Sofreihem (22); Maliyot (12); Kotlenu (12); Magal (10); Avnei Mishpat (13); Maalin 

Bakodesh (7); Tafai Boyan (13); Or Israel - Teiman (6); Or Torah (85); Meisharim (8); Halichos 

(29); Shematin (31) 

B. The Chabad Package – 530 additional titles free of charge for customers who have previously 

purchased the complete package. 

C. Machon Yerushalaim Package – 20 additional titles free of charge for customers who have 

previously purchased the complete package.  

D. Mossad Harav Kook Package – 80 additional titles free of charge for customers who have 

previously purchased the complete package.  

E. Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud – the management of Machon Yerushalaim has acceded to our 

request and is now allowing us to add the Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud (17 thick volumes) to the 

archive, at the price of $30 or £17  . Only those who have purchased the complete Machon 

Yerushalaim package will be able to purchase these additional volumes. It will not be possible to 

purchase the Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud without first acquiring the complete Machon 

Yerushalaim package. 

For those who have not yet purchased all or some of the additional packages:  Since you will have to send 

the disk to our offices in order to upgrade to version 10.0 of Otzar HaHochma, we would like to suggest that 

you use this opportunity to purchase additional packages offered by us: 420 books published by Machon 

Yerushalaim + Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud, 420 books published by Ahavat Shalom, 4,200 Chabad books 

covering the various generations of Chabad and    Mosad Harav Kook books. 



Please mark the packages that you would like to add to your order on the version upgrade form and 

pay the additional fee required.  

    

Update price list  .   

Program Update + New Titles: 

* Upgrade from version 9.0 to version 10.0 and the addition of 5,850 new books – $262 or  £170. 

* Upgrade from version 8.0 to version 10.0 and the addition of 10,850 new books – $400 or £260 

* Upgrade from previous versions to version 10.0 and the addition of 16,000 new books or more $480 or     

£310 

* Machon Yerushalayim's Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud – 30$ or  £18 (Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud  is only 

available to those who have purchased the complete Machon Yerushalaim package).  

 

Program Updates Only: 

1. From Version 9.0 to Version 10.0 – $64 or £42. 

2. From Version 8.0 to Version 10.0 – $106 or £70. 

3. From earlier versions to Version 10.0 – $145 or £95. 

*Purchase of 1TB hard disk-  $130 or £90.  

Additional Packages: ( בעבר אותם הזמין שלא למי  

1. Ahavat Shalom package – 420 titles –  $155  or £100. 

2. Machon Yerushalayim package( Included Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud) – 405 titles –  $210 or £140. 

3. Chabad package – 4200 titles – $90 or £55. 

4.  880 titles (640 at Bnai Tora Edition)  Mosad Harav Kook – 320$ or £210 

Purchasing a new hard disk (please read carefully) 

Many of our customers have a 500 GB disk*. In order to upgrade to version 10.0, these customers will 

have to purchase a new and bigger disk capable of storing all the new materials included in this and 

future upgrades. We suggest that you purchase a 1TB (1,000 GB) disk at the price of  $130 or £90. 

* You can check the capacity of your disk by clicking My Computer then right-clicking Otzar 

HaHochma/Properties. 

Important! To those of you who have to change to a new disk please don't forget to bring along the 

old disk so that we can format it before returning it to you.   we are unable to give out new disks 

before formatting the old one. 

 

 

 



Otzar HaHochma coming to London 

As we have informed you in the beginning, our representative will visit the UK between February 5-13  

2012 to install upgrades. He will be staying at the Holiday Inn Hotel, 58 Regent park Rd. Golders Green 

London N3 3JN Tel:208-3716060  (ask for mr. Sela) or in mobile: 07584229098 (only for this time). 

* For the purposes of efficiency, most preparatory work will be done  in our Jerusalem office, before the 

trip. 

Attached please find an update form  Please fill out the form carefully and send it to us by fax: ++972-2-

5712713 or by email: otzar@otzar.biz immediately (It is very important to us to know how many 

people are going to make the apgreat in London) or just phone our office in Jerusalem at ++972-2-

5866078 and say that you want the upgreat. Credit card payments can be done over the phone or by 

including the credit card number in the attached form. Cash or check payments will be accepted at the 

time of the delivery of the hard disks for updating. 

* Before bringing your hard disk to the hotel, please wrap it carefully and include a note with your 

name, address, and telephone (preferably mobile) where you can be located. Please note - we are 

unable to give out new disks before formatting the old one. Payments should be placed in an envelope 

and attached to the disk along with the completed form. There is no need to hand the hard disk to the 

representative personally, as he may not be in the hotel at the time. Instead, leave it at the reception 

desk with a note For Mr Sela. If possible, we would appreciate it if you could drop off your disks at the 

hotel before February 6 , so that we could start updating immediately upon arrival. G-d willing, the hard 

disk should be ready within 24-48 hours. 

* Stamford Hill:  For your convenience, we have arranged a drop off location in Stamford Hill at the 

home of Zev Friedman, located at 53 Fairholt Rd. The disks can be dropped off there between the hours 

of 9:30 am – 12:30am . [ for Wednesday morning  please call 0208 8023088 ]  and 8 – 10 pm. The disks can 

be picked up at the same location 24 to 48 hours later. Please do not forget to wrap the disk well and 

attach the form and payment. 

* Belgium:  For customers in Belgium, please send your disks to the London address via any one of the 

courier services. Be sure to send your disk as soon as possible to avoid unnecessary delays. 

* Manchester: As last year, customers from Manchester can drop off their disks until Tusday noontime 

Feb. 7th by Family Peled, 4 Topfields grove. (Brougten green) M7 4DX  Tel:01617080144         and pick        

them up again from sanday 12  Feb.                        

* While in London, our representative will also offer the Otzar HaHochma program for sale at a discount 

of 25% off the list price. We would appreciate it if you would let your acquaintances know of this special 

opportunity. 

Important! A customer referring a friend who purchases Otzar HaHochma will receive a 50% discount 

off the full upgrade price (without the spetial package and the hard drive cost.) . Both the upgrade 

discount and the new program discount are only effective during our representative’s stay in London. 

  
 

On behalf of the entire Otzar HaHochma team in Jerusalem, we wish you many hours of productive 

work with Version 10.0 of Otzar HaHochma. We are dedicated to providing you with the best 

possible service and always look forward to your comments and suggestions.  

 

 

Otzar HaHochma Israeli office hours (Israel Time): 

Technical support: 8:30 am-5 pm 

Sales (updates to version 10.0): 8:30 am-3 pm 

Bookkeeping: 8:30 am - 4 pm. 



 

  

 

  

 
Upgrade to Version 10.0 Form 

Pack the disk well to prevent any damage and deliver it without any attachments or wires. Please, fill out this form 

and attach to the disk. 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  ________________ Cell Phone ___________________________ 

Email address: (Please write clearly) ________________ __________________  

The edition I have (circle): Full Otzar | Bnei Torah |Gemara  and Halacha |Torah and Jewish Thought 

|Library edition 

Version 8.0 | Version 9.0 | Earlier version _____ 

Additional packages: Chabad | Machon Yerushalayim | Ahavat Shalom |Mossad Horav Kook 

Do I need new disk?_______________________ 

I would like to upgrade:_____________________________________________________ 

It cost_______________________ 

Payment method: cash / check / credit card 

Cardholder name________________________ 

Card No: ___________________________________    Valid Until ______________________      

I sent the disk by ________________________________________________________ 

I would like to receive it back by ____________________________________________ 

Comments____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 



     



 

What’s New in Version 10.0 

New Search Options 

 

"Chaser" and "Yeter" Spelling Variations 

Add the @ symbol before the search term to automatically search for variations of the words that either include 

additional vav or yud letters, or omit the vav and yud letters. (ktiv malei and ktiv chaser) 

Abbreviation/Expansion and Interchangeable Words 

Add the ^ symbol before the search term to search for the common abbreviations (or expansions) of the search term 

within the text. For example, when searching for the word פ"אע  the program will search for both the abbreviation 

entered as well as its expansion פי על אף . When the term  פי על אף  is entered as a search term, the program will 

search for the term as well as its abbreviation פ"אע . 

Similarly, the program searches for pre-defined interchangeable words.  For example, searching for the term חשמל  

will search for עלעקטרי as well, and searching for the term יהודה will search for יהודא as well.  

These two search options are accessed in the program as מורחב חיפוש  (Broad Search). To perform a broad search 

without using the @ or ^ symbols as described above, click the side-button arrow on the חפש button and select the 

מורחב חיפוש  option. 

 

Synonyms 

Search for synonyms of the search term by adding the ~ symbol before the search term. This option is very similar to 

the Interchangeable Words option, but is used for words that are further removed in meaning, such as: רש, אביון, עני ,

,מסכן, דל  etc. This option is NOT automatically included in the Broad Search. These words can also be added and 

edited as per the user’s needs. (see below for instructions) 

Search within Specific Book(s) 

To search within a specific book, or a specific group of books, type the name of the book, followed by a colon (:), 

followed by the search term. For example: רשע עצמו משים אדם אין:יהושע פני .    It is not necessary to type the name 

of the book in its entirety, part of the name is usually sufficient. For example, if you enter קנין:קידושין בבלי תלמוד 

קידושין מסכת  the program will search only through ,משיכה  for the search term. 



  

Search within Books of Specific Author 

To search for a search term within the books of a specific author, type =, the name of the author, followed by a colon 

and then the search term. For example:  =ם"כולע אמירה: פיינשטיין משה  . The search engine will search only within 

the books authored by HaRav Moshe Feinstein ל"זצ . 

Search within Specific Subject 

To search within a specific subject (from the list of subjects defined by Otzar HaHochma), enter נושא= , followed by 

the name of the subject, or a word from the name of the subject. For example: חנוכה נרות:הלכה=נושא  will search for 

the term חנוכה נרות  only in the books that are listed within the subject "ומנהג הלכה" . 

Search within Specific Archive 

To search within a specific active archive, type מאגר=  before the search term. For example, זית שמן:ראשונים=מאגר 

חנוכה זית שמן will search for the search term חנוכה  only within the books included in the archive "וקדמונים ראשונים" . 

How to Define Abbreviations and Interchangeable Words 

To add to or edit the list of abbreviations/expansions and interchangeable words used by the search engine for a 

Broad Search, click on תוספים on the menu bar at the top of the program window, and select the תיבות ראשי הגדר 

זהות ומילים  menu option. The following dialog box will open: 

 

In the lower part of the dialog, under the heading מילים ערוך או הוסף , type the root word ( בסיס מילת ) with its 

corresponding expansion or interchangeable phrase ( חילופיות מילים ). If there is more than one word or phrase, 

separate each term with a comma (,) without spaces. For example: א"א   has the following exchanges entered: אשת 

אמרת אי,אפשי אי,אפשר אי,איש . Click the הוסף button to save your changes. 



  

NOTE: The program automatically builds opposite definitions between the root words and their exchanges. Where 

the list includes the entry in the above example, the program will automatically add the following definitions to the 

list: 

א"א – איש אשת  
א"א – אפשר אי  
א"א – אפשי אי  
א"א – אמרת אי  

Keep in mind that the interchangeable words for a certain root word do not automatically exchange for one another, 

such as אפשי אי – אפשר אי  to prevent errors such as אפשר אי – איש אשת  from occurring in the definitions list. To 

add some of these exchanges to your list, click the עדכן button to select the definitions that you would like to have 

added to the list. 

How to Define Synonyms 

To define the list of synonyms that is used by the search engine, click on תוספים on the menu bar at the top of the 

program window, and select the נרדפות מילים הגדר  menu option. A dialog box similar to the dialog described above 

will open. Enter root words and their synonyms as described above. 

The New Subject Listing in the Main Window 

Click the נושאים  button  to open a drop down box with the list of subjects: 

 

Choose subjects and sub-subjects, just as you would have in past versions of Otzar HaHochma, with the exception of 

multiple selections. If you wish to select multiple subjects or sub-subjects, you will need to use the button נושאים tab 

on the upper far left of the main window. 

Click the side-button arrow on the נושאים  button for additional options of ס"הש מסכתות, התורה פרשיות,  and ע"שו . 

Clicking on any of these will open drop down boxes with further options to narrow your subject. 

NOTE: A recent addition to this list of specialized subjects is ם"הרמב ספרי . We have not yet completed the work for 

this subject. It includes most, but not yet all of the books in Otzar HaHochma. 

Quick Access – Personal Listing 

You can add buttons for your personal listings to the Quick Access bar. This is helpful for the books that you access 

the most often.  

1. Select from the main library listing on the right side of the main window the book or books that you would 

like to add to the archive by clicking the checkbox to the right of the book title. 

2. Right-click on an empty area (without a button) in the Quick Access bar. 

 



  

3. Select "מנבחרים חדש הוסף"  from the popup menu:  

 

4. The following Quick List screen will appear with the list of the selected books: 

 

You can change (lengthen or shorten) the names of the books listed, delete or move a row within the listing 

by using the buttons at the top of the screen. 

5. You can add new books to an existing list by selecting the books from the main library listing in the main 

window screen, and then click on the נבחרים הוסף  button in this Quick List screen. 

6. Name the list in the text box in the upper right hand of the Quick List screen and click the שמור button. Close 

the screen. 

7. Your new button will now appear on the Quick Access bar. Clicking on your button will pop up the list of 

books that you added to the listing. Select one of them for quick access. 

8. You can change or edit the list of books at any time, or delete the button entirely, by right-clicking on the 

button. 

The New List Buttons 

The new רשימות buttons  (one next to each search text box) are a replacement for the tabs in the older 

versions of Otzar HaHochma. Click on the button for a list of the possible library listing views that were created over 

the course of your work with the program. If you prefer the old tabs, click on the side-button menu on the right side 

of the button and select רשימות טאבים הצג . 

How to Enlarge the Search Results Listing Pane 

Enlarge the Search Results listing pane to be able to see more of the search results listed by dragging the gray 

separator bar between the Search Results pane and the main library listing pane: 

 



  

Hover your mouse on the gray separator bar between the two listing panes until the pointer changes shape. Click and 

drag the mouse downwards. 

More Options in the Search Results Listing 

In version 10.0 we have added the ability to select books from the search results listing by clicking the checkbox to 

the right of the book title. Once books are selected, right-click for the following options in the popup menu: 

 

1. Select all 

2. De-select all 

3. Print selection to PDF 

4. Select the selected books in the main library listing. This allows you to then add them to an archive, or quick 

access listing, hide them, or any other action allowed in the main library listing. 

5. Delete selection from search results. This is helpful to clean the search results listing from irrelevant entries. 

Hiding the Tool Bar 

 

The toolbar that is in the topmost part of the program screen can be hidden by pressing CTRL + F11, or by selecting 

the סרגל הסתר > תצוגה  menu option from the menu bar. This is helpful for users with small computers/notebooks. 

You can set this as the program default by selecting עליון סרגל הסתר > אפשריות > כלים  from the menu bar. 

Annotations 

In version 10.0 we have added annotations to about 15,000 books. Besides for the ease in orientation and quicker 

access to the book’s content, there is another important feature that many users are not aware of or use: Annotation 

Search. 

For example: if you want to search the book חמד שדי  for the topic of חנוכה ערך , all you need to do is type in the 

search box: חנוכה חמד שדי , and click on the  .button חיפוש option of the side-button menu of the ציונים  מפתח ומילות

The book חמד שדי  will open directly to the section חנוכה ערך , without having to scroll through the book, and without 

having to do another search. 

Likewise, searching for א לא קידושין א"הריטב חידושי  with the מפתח ומילות ציונים  option will open the א"הריטב ספר  to 

א לא יןקידוש . Similarly searching for קיא סימן ע"אה משה אגרות  will open the book directly to the place you want, 

without further effort. 



  

New Options in the Book Screen 

Select a passage from the text (by clicking and dragging with the mouse)to automatically decode the selected text. 

The decoded text will appear with a row of buttons: 

 

1. The בספר חפש  button will search for the decoded text within the content of the current book. 

2. The מפתח) ילות(מ  button will save the decoded text in the מפתח מילות  (keywords) table. The keywords in this 

table are included in searches with the Annotations and Keywords מפתח ומילות ציונים  option. You can edit the 

decoded text, and include other keywords as well. For example: in the text pictured above one may want to 

enter the words בשבת מתעסק  and save them as keywords. 

Access the keywords table from the מפתח מילות הצג > כלים  menu. 

3. The חפש button will search for the selected and decoded text across the Otzar HaHochma library. 

4. The OCR button opens the edit screen, which allows you to edit and copy the text to a MS Word document. 

5. The תמונה העתק  button copies an image of the selected text to the clipboard to be copied to any other 

program. 

Searching the Library or Book from within a Book 

In the Book Screen, click on the Search button  (or press CTRL + F) to search within the open book OR across the 

entire Otzar HaHochma library. The following search box will open: 

 

Type the search term and click the בשפר חפש  button (or press Enter) to search only within the current book. 

Click on the חפש button to search for the search term across the entire library. 
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